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English Tense-Aspect-Mood

By Roger Keays, 19 September 2011

Useful examples of the different tense/aspect/moods that are used in English.

potenti al | can eat

hypot heti cal | coul d eat

condi ti onal | woul d eat

del i berative | shoul d eat

optative I m ght eat

obligatory | rmust eat

obligatory | have to eat
obligatory | had better eat
dubitive | will probably eat
future sinple | will eat

future sinple | amgoing to eat
predictive | bet | eat

future prog I will be eating, then
future perf I will have eaten

fut perf prog | will have been eating
prom ssive | promise | will eat
not yey | have not yet eaten

i ndicitave | eat

past habitual | used to eat
presunptive Even if | eat, | will still be hungry
comparitive | eat nore than you
conparitive | eat faster than you
perm ssive May | eat?

j ussive Pl ease, may | eat?
hortative Let's eat

i mperitive Eat !

progressive | am eating

prog cont | amstill eating

prohi bitive Don't eat!

recent past | just ate
past prog | was eating
past si npl | ate

pres perf | have eaten
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pres perf cont | have been eating

specul ative | could have eaten

past perf | had eaten

past perf cont | had been eating

deducti ve | rmust have eaten to much
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