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Here's an interesting exception that slapped me 

when I tried out using the EclipseLink static 

weaver on against a fresh Maven pom.xml for 

Java EE Web projects. The same exception 

occurs with the OpenJPA enhancer.

Executing tasks

     [java] Exception in thread "main" java.lang.ClassFormatError: Absent Code attribute in method that is not native or abstract in class file javax/persistence/ValidationMode

     [java]         at java.lang.ClassLoader.defineClass1(Native Method)

     [java]         at java.lang.ClassLoader.defineClassCond(ClassLoader.java:631)

     [java]         at java.lang.ClassLoader.defineClass(ClassLoader.java:615)

     [java]         at java.security.SecureClassLoader.defineClass(SecureClassLoader.java:141)

     [java]         at java.net.URLClassLoader.defineClass(URLClassLoader.java:283)

     [java]         at java.net.URLClassLoader.access$000(URLClassLoader.java:58)

     [java]         at java.net.URLClassLoader$1.run(URLClassLoader.java:197)

     [java]         at java.security.AccessController.doPrivileged(Native Method)

     [java]         at java.net.URLClassLoader.findClass(URLClassLoader.java:190)

     [java]         at java.lang.ClassLoader.loadClass(ClassLoader.java:306)

     [java]         at sun.misc.Launcher$AppClassLoader.loadClass(Launcher.java:301)

     [java]         at java.lang.ClassLoader.loadClass(ClassLoader.java:247)

     [java]         at org.apache.openjpa.persistence.PersistenceProductDerivation.configureBeanValidation(PersistenceProductDerivation.java:241)

     [java]         at org.apache.openjpa.persistence.PersistenceProductDerivation.beforeConfigurationLoad(PersistenceProductDerivation.java:214)

It turns out this obscure error is because the default Java EE jars do not contain any actual code. To 

fix it, change your Java EE dependencies from

    <!-- Java EE libraries -->

    <dependency>

      <groupId>javax</groupId>

      <artifactId>javaee-web-api</artifactId>

      <version>6.0</version>

      <scope>provided</scope>

    </dependency>
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to

    <!-- default Jave EE jars don't include code necessary fo

         bytecode enhancement so we use these instead -->

    <dependency>

      <groupId>org.jboss.spec</groupId>

      <artifactId>jboss-javaee-6.0</artifactId>

      <version>1.0.0.Final</version>

      <type>pom</type>

      <scope>provided</scope>

    </dependency>

You will also need to add the JBoss repository to your pom.xml if you aren't already using it:

  <repositories>

    <repository>

      <id>repository.jboss.org-public</id>

      <name>JBoss repository</name>

      <url>https://repository.jboss.org/nexus/content/groups/public</url>

    </repository>

  </repositories>
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