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width: auto: on Floats in IE

By Roger Keays, 5 July 2008

| think CSS 2.0 required that widths be explicitely set on floated elements, but CSS 2.1 removed this
restriction. Either way, Microsoft Internet Explorer 6.0 equates wi dt h: aut o; withw dth: 100%
for floats. Not very helpful for building CSS menus. | searched the web and didn't find any

workarounds, but | came up with this simple one myself:

elenment { float: left; _wdth: Opx; }

The underscore hack targets IE 6 but not IE 7 (which behaves correctly). IE6 also automatically
expands the width of the block to fit when the specified width is too small, which is why this hack
works. When | say ‘works' | mean it in the Microsoft sense of the word of course.

Hope it helps!
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